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{NOTE: A new controversy over how to refer to Blacks has
recently erupted, spearheaded by Jesse Jackson and
several of the more mainstresam national Black
erganizations. The politics of the Black community has
historically resulted in 2 preference for one
terminclogy over the other as the most correct or most
dignifisd. In this instance, the term African-American
is being promoted as s more fitting designation. This
document will wuse the term Black, which gainsd
prominence (again} and replaced Negro in the latter part
of the civil rights movement when the Black Pouwer
tendency emerged, It i3 etill the preferred term.)

(KOTE 2: This is an.qutline, despite the fact that some
sections are complete sentences, It will pot include
bolstering statisties or thorough-going argumentation
that mey appear in the actuel document.}

I. Introduction - Why a separats
document/discuasion on the Black
struggle.

1) This is not a document sbout Mracism" per se, its
causes  ahd material/ideclogical functions in U.S.
capital ism. Though ail pecple of color in the U.S.
suffer from the racism inherent in this society, they do
g0 in varying ways and under differing historfcal
formetive conditions, among others their i{ocation on
the immigration timetable, the causes and social
composition of the lmmigration, and the very cultural
and social distinctiveness that define these commmities
.88 separate ethnic or national entities.

1t should go without saying that secislists oppose and
actively struggle sgainst all the manifeststions of
racism ageinst all people of color. The disunity of the

{aboring population is a chief means by which capital -

forestails a common identity thet is a preconditional
component of achieving veritable class conscliousness,
But the cetegory "people of color® does little else than
define the victims of capitalist recism. It does not
designate, as yet, a self-defined overarching commumity
of non-white pecples in the boundaries of the U.5. in
poelitical, socisl or cuitural terms. (The clesest
spproximation to this would be South Africa, where the
struggle against apartheid, led by 8lacks, has forged
political unity among people of color in that country.)

in other words, to say that all people of color sre
¥ictims of recism is important because it points to the
pervasive and unebating charecter of racism in the U.S.
However, such a statement is not a8 substitute for a
thorough analysis of the actual social and political
conditions faced by the component communities taken in
by this descriptian. ’

such analysis is well beyond the scope of this document,
and is not really its peoint, At this stage, we are
aiming for an initisl document and discussion of the
thicano/Hexicano movement at our convention, done by
somrades from Los Angele=z.

mmgh Qutline for a Document on
the Politics of Black Ametica

2) This is & document about the politics of Black
America. It centers on the evolution of the BElack
struggle, its forms and stages and the strategic
importance of this struggle. Though this will be
stdress, the document #s.pot about the broader
theoretical cuastion of "nationhoed.® A definitive
snsuer fo  this theoretical question is ppt =
precondition for a strategic appreciation of the Black
struggie to the U.5. revolution, or even the struggle
for demeeratic and popular reform of U.S. cepitalism.

The documant does neot reclaim the heritage of some in
SOLIDARITY on the question of the spplication of the
theary of permanent revelution to the U.%. Beginning
from the idea thet full democratic rights for Blacks
could not be achieved under capitslism, it was said that
the Peoming American revolution” would therefore conbine
democratic and revelutionary tasks, This is a trulsm,
not an spplication of the theory of the permanent
revolution, Please make & note of it.

Points to be made:

-~ the role of Blacks in the capitalfst
econoty, beginning with capital formation end slavery to
the permanent reserve army of lebor, now dramaticsliy
visible in tha current erisis of capital and the debate
sbout the uunderclass® into which we have sentered
through ATEC.

-~ the unitqueness of the Black experience,
beginning with slevery, and the longevity of the
irstitutionalized racist oppression has forged a self-
identified community that hes cyclically played &
crucial, venguard rele through its struggle againat its
oppreseion that has helped te shift the relations of
clgss forces. Black self-identity ss a militant form of
congciousness that in general terms is in sdvance of the
consciousness of other workers in an historically
permanent way.

: == the relationship of Blacks to the
institutions of the working class, the trade unions, and
the chaitenge this has posed 8s 2 central factor In the
formation snd evolution of -the U.§5. working clsss
movement. The faited challenge which greatly contributed
to the weakness of the fabor movement-- though this will
not be & detailed history.

-~ @ caution agseinst strict economism, or
machanically sesigning the Yblame™ for racial oppression
solely to {ts ultimate source -~ the racist mechanics of
the cepitalist labor merket, carafully crafted by =
conspiratoriat bourgecisie, BGenerations of systematic
racist discrimination do reproduce within the population
st large attitudes, ideclogies and ssewmpticns that
oparate s 8 semi-sutonomous social factor. Thug, like
the {iberation of women, the Black “guestion® would not
be solved by the elimination of the capitalist lsbor
market ard a8 planned economy, a  revelutionary
transformation that presupposes the development of an
adequate consciousness on the part of whites sufficient
to brirg about the necessary wmorking closs unjty.
Analogous to the struggle for woments liberation, such




# transformetion would merely lay ithe bmsis for a
saripus sssmult op rssism, Yhe Black strugsle would
jnevitably continue, given_ the “autonomy® of the
jdeolegy ardd social patierns,

«- gssigning this crucisl strategic role to the
slack struggle implies that in substential messure the
pollriesi and social fortunes of other pooples of coler
-+ indeed, the entire (aboring population -- uitimetely
rests on thy degree to which Blacks succesd ¥n minning
reforms  epred Torging =ailies, Healing this crucial

division snd false conscicusness among whites fs
critical to speial  trensiormation, oF even shy
gignificent reform, including the reform of the

currently existing institutions of the working clsss,
the trade uniohe.

I¥. 8tarting from the Presant -
the JTackson Phanomsnon

This would be s suwcinct rehash of what we've been
saying about the duslity of the Jacksen phenomenon. Ye
have both polemicized ngainst the strategy of refeorking
the Demosratic Party god emphssized the profound
importance of this  Bleck-led, albeit elsctors!,
rebeition.

Foints to be made:r

-~ suppert for JJackson among Blacks shows the
contirued militant self-identified sector of the
poputation cepoble of teking politicat action to fight
back, though expressed at the bailot box.

- support for Jackson and the Rainbow vision among
whites and & small saction of the labor movement s a
step towsrd multiraciel unity for a common polities!
purpose thet s a pogitive contribution. The same is
trize for the ability to forge a coslition slectorst
effort with other peoples of color.

-~ the Jackson rebeition objectively placed Blacks
once again in the vanguard, despite the reformist
electorsl program that fremed the effort. 1t was the
Black masses who weie rallied to "save the Mew Dest
pemocratic Party.®™ Contrast this to the origing of the
Hew DBeal, when the labor movement, however wrongly
strategically, played a central leadsrship role in
erafting the "working men's (sic)? dimension to the
Pemocratic Farty. At this juncture, lsbor was incapable
of mounting a fight sgainst the DPie drift to the right.
contrast this as well to the perioed of Black enmtry inte
the BF in the Johmson ers, which wes 2 gensclious
gooptation of the Black movement into the bourgeois
electoral framswork organized by the BP leadership snd
fed by adoption of a Yguns and butter" programmatic
stance to provide the attracting power and create a
social tsyer through which to mediate this cooptation.

The New Dezl image of the Democratic Party saw the
wnification, for the firat time, of working class voters

into one bourgeois perty. Begiming in 1934-35, the

Btack vote moved Into the DP out of the Republican

Party, celneiding with (not entirely led by) the Cil's

move, The result was a fleld day for cepitulation,

sonial democratic reformism, ete. e, Howsver, the fact

remaing that identification with @ single party uns =

deformed thresd of cohesion te s working class
higterically divided slong nativist-immigrant, regional,

retigious el ethnic {ines. This hes now been broken, -
with the white working class vote {thess who bother to

vote} Increasingly dividing between Republican end
emoorat.

This development Te worthy of notize In an overasll
sssessment of the current states of sffaire. It is an
jmpertant  byproduct of the nartewing marging  of
bourgenls ‘polities In face of the erizis of U.g,
capital, and of the state of the orgunlzed trade union
movement, The Jecknon attenpt to re-sol fdify this voting
bloe sround the strangth of the Black Nswing vots" wae
resoundingly defested by the racist appesl in the 1988
eleations and the totsal inabiifiy of todey!s labor
movement 1o perceive oven §ts own narroy, reformist
interests in such en effort. The “imbor voting blecw
that wae traditional for decades in new in shaitbles. The
Black voting bloc remsing andg is looking for trade-ofis
in a merrow and relatively lonely marketplace.

This is part of the potitical atemizetion of the working
cisse, slong with the high sbsention rate among working
slase voters snd the gereratl aifenntion and sense of
political powerlessness,

~= lacksor is already preparing to rim in 1992,
#is objzctive of hecoming a PP powsrbhroker ig ever more
apparent. The Black elected officiels {BEOs) whe
backbore the conservalive notion of the Rairbou have for
now won 8 decisive wictory over the relatively
powerless, predominantly white left wileh sought to make
the Ralpnbow & permanent, progressive  “imovement.®
Jacksonts power lunch with Bush and his  recent
statements that Blacks are wnpt leftists, but
conservetive, Chrisgtisn folk wers vecent wmedia
fyperevents., Honethelesa, Jacksonr oontinues to be
present at &l the right demonsirstiens amd to genarete
a8 maverick, grassroote appeal. And 1992 fs 8 long wey
AHEY . v o s

While individual Blacks such 8s Ren Dendels, former
executive director of the Rainbew, snd the ¥ew York
newspaper the City Sun may be posing auestions about the
overail atrategy, thers is po current indication thet
any substential sector of Black activists are cepable of
genarating genuine debste aboutr this strategy. The
necessary receptivity and political terrsin is pot yet
present. To the degree possible, SOLIDARITY should
engape in discussion with those individual 8lacks vho
sre prepared to teke s critical look at the Jackson
strategy.

parentheticsliy, the potls Indicate that some 45% of
Blacke felt JSackson should have rim as an independent

“once he lost the nomination, down from the over 30 who

said that Tn 19B4. This iz probebty stiributable te the
weakening of the 84 Jockson appeal to flnck pride in
favor of the Yeconomic common growxd themes of 1988




IZI. - The Btate of Black
Leadsrship...Comments on the
Dominance of Black Electoral
Reformism

This ie a section that will trace in wery sketchy form
the history of the modern Black struggle, from the oivil
rights movement te the present, In order to get a
historical hendle on why the Democratic Party electorsl
strategy is near hegemonic today snd to what degres we
can anticipate it's keing challenged.

Some of the points to be made:

== In the context of Black dependency on the DP,
dacksonis candidacies and hiz Reinbow venesr sere
radicsl in reletion to the msinstresam of Black electad
officialdom, Despite all the backsliding ond
compromising, this was still 2 challiengs to "business as
usuat® in the terms the BEQ's have served it up for the
past two decades. Beceuse of jts pational character and
because Jackson i8 not an elected officisl, his
"renegade, ¥ crusader behavior {o & certain degree poses
g new medel of Black leadership that recalls the
struggle days of the eivi! rights movement, sspeciaily
to a generatien that did not live it.

-~ Three modern pericds of the Black struggle. 1}
From the massive migrationh arnd proletarianization {8Borth
and Scuth} In HWIl 1o the rige of the civil rights
movement. The destruction of the Blecks as & asuthern,
sgrerian poputation. The civil righte movament as the
product  of the paw confiderce lkorn of this
proletarisnizetion and educstional expansion, ass &
preduct of things getting better but not gond enough.
Other contributive factors: the fight against fascism
and the democrstic imege of the U.§. and the
contribution of Blacks; the rise of the Third Norid
Liberation struggles In postwar era; the expardling U.S.

economy and the American dream; the rise of the £10; the

retardation of an immediate post-war expiosien by the
told uar witchhint in the U.5.

Faiiure of the labor movement to ally itself with ths
eivil rights movement or prioritize the organization and
#all inecorporation of the Black worker, beginning with
the failed Oparation Dixie of the CI0 in faver of full
entry into the Dewocratic Perty electoral partnership
et ending with the failure to link up with MLK and the
beginning efforts at organizing the Black workerz in
Hemphis, where he was killed. An historic failyre for
labor. The witchhunt as contributive in pushing out the
miiitant unionists who could have fed in an anti-racist
direction. Post-war prosperity, Cold War business
unioniem precluded the development of the trade-union
movement &s @ social movement. Resistance of the unions
to affirmative-action legistation,

Attitude of sectorz of the ruling cless wWas not
imptacable bostility, but a measure of acceptance of the
fnevitebility of moves to end Jim Crow, restore social
peave and integrate the South into the national
industrial economy. The Southern ruling class was in
part pushed hy the imposition of pationst tsbor

standards -- the minimm wage end later ewmplovmen

practicez in defense contracting end the "seiling! e
the South to Herthern  imfustry. Culminating in th

“dohnesen adninistrationts cooptive effort, backed b

sectorg of big Pusiness who in the flush of War-prime
prosperity mimed st “absorbing® & layer of the Blac
working tissz into the high-usge TAmerican dream
industrial sector.

Thase types of sbsorption and cooptation designs fro

Cruiing circles combine with the raciam of the labo

movement and the absence of s third political party ¢t
perpatuate Booker 7. Washington-type schemas, Black
st negotiete separamtely with the powsrs that be wh
are willing to concede reforms.

stross the messive character of the s¢ivil right
movement, Uivil rights demands were demperatic. Whe
formal legality was won, the momentum snd legsons of v
struggle could not stop at legal equality and the endin
of Jim Crew, partieularly in face of de fact
segregation and discrimination in the Horth, impect e
the Vietnam war and the gepers!l student radicsiizativ
generated by the efvil rights movement.

23 The rise of a Black militant, snti-capitalis
teadership from 1965 {the fomous eall for YBleck Power!
within SNCCY and 1972 (the Sary Indiane Black Polities
Cohvention a8 e watershed) :

Hera will be a brisf description of the rise of thiy
wing and its varjous components -~ Panthers, pur
national ists, the DRUM,FRUM ete, Laagus of Revolutisnam
Bleck Yorkers developments, etc.

dhat ultimstely eclipsed this wing vez not programmatis
confugion or impurity, ultrsleft sdventurism or ever
COMMTELPRO, which was certainly highly contributive
the disparsion ard demoral izetion of this layer. It it
not yield nearly the proportion of "potitical survivors?
as the white left. In sgdition, avenuss for cooptstier
verg more available . to the. talented young Blact
leadership of the movements -~ Andrew Youmg, John Lawis,
ete. Ag well, those who developed a Harxist ocutlook were
vietims of tha immaturity of the "vanguard" left, {r

partizular the strong influence of Haolsm among groupe

that had & revelutionary appest to the {eft of the CF
and the soeisl democracy.

The defeat of this mifitency is sttributable to tw
basic facters: a) the militancy of the Black commmity
was not metched by the rise of snything iike »n aliiec
movement &mong the mess of whites. The primerily student
radicalization, despite its Vietnem successes, wss
insufficient to. generate an atmesphers conchicive fo e
deepening of Black militancy. There is an ghjective
{imit to the risk-taking of the 8lack movement, uwhich
ultimately must see some sign thet the sccial atmosphere
is shifting along with it before it will be able te
rechaps @ sharper mess social critique snd generste more
mi{itancy.

The vengusrd rele of Blacks, the forms end objectives
undertaken, is szill fundsmentally Limited by the secial
divisions and the necessity for the minority to have &




certain i{evel of socinl assistence, 17 not cormcisus
atiinnze, from within the majority. Thie is part of the
peeiliepity of the Black national minrerity, ¥n that it
is not cenfimed Yo a specisl territory, spesking g
separate langusge. Rather, it is o geographically
dispersed natisnail entity which enjovs varying degrees
of economic and potitical ®integration,® deperdding on
the ¢lrogmstences: and tha degree of mass mebilizstion
mistorad, 1t has no history of struggle to regein or
create a state pmeer, or g territorial nationel-cultural
BULONCRY.

Yet Blacks sre not simply just another sthaicity ihose

assimilation has been delayed by raciesm. Cepitalism and

racism have for geenturies structured a systemlc bleck o
*othnie eeaimilation™ for Blacks. This bleck iz the
gource of the particular and unigue political, sceisl
snd cultural self - identity among Blacks, Though much is
made of the supposed *Black bourgeosie,” in fsct this
layer is minfecul @ in real terms, and s1ill confined to
businesses nimed strictiy at the Black commmity, with
its shrinking standerd of tiving. This te further
hightight the peculisrity of the Black mations! entity,
for which sny pattional sspirstions are not driven by &
classical bourgeais layer of any substence.

The duality of the Black American that Dulois and others
spoke of -~ the cesire to bo equal and full citizers -
- ¢ombines with en historically peculier feeling of
geparateness, off nationhvod. The history of more
tetessin? suppresised nationalities -~ from the Bssques
to the Irish to the Poles -- would show e gifferent
charting of forine of sirupgle that were mxh wmore
Incdependent of allies among the oppressor majoerity.

3 Legscy of the SHecond Reconstrxtion, The repld grouth
of a Blagk mididle cless and the introduction of
signifigant geeisl  divisieng  within  the Black
population, The state of the economy, the sociel ang
educationnl progt-ems, expansion of federal employment,
affirmotive setiion, etc, snsbled the rise of & "new®

micddle clnss of Blacks whose political objectives were -

copservatized by this privileged position. The process
was cappped by the dromatic electorel successes of the
mebilized Black vote and the creation of the Bisek
machines in the major urbsh centers, whose patronage uas
& helpful anchor for the middie class. Also, the entey
of substantial mokers of Blacks inte high peid
industrial jobs during the 1960s and the genhersl
sxpansion of posctbilities for Blacks had ite effect.

These machines coiptured “dying” cities; their electorst
succesgses vere mewde possible by the "Blackening” of the
urbsn centers as. 2 result of post-war white suburban
flight, shich wais » veritable wagon train in the esrly
19605, This has now been compounded by the flight of the
Black micdila cless out of the centrsl cities, further
accentunting the social divisions in  the Black
commmnity.

Though the election of Black mayors whe adpinister
austerity i{n parinership with the locsl ruling elite
does Little to qualitatively redress the ecenomic plight
of Blecks, the attitude Decame ¥it's better than
nothing." this was fed by the resistance of the uhite
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slectorate and the white party machine, which atil}
delivers 23% tops to eny Black candidate. (The recent
election of Blke Espy in Risalsaippl witth 40X of the
white vote is an outsterding exception. 1t points out
the fact that, given where we are gesgrophicsily based,
SOLIDARITY has & Lot to learn shoutr the politics of the
South and the situation of Scuthern Blacke.)

A yord on the evelution of MLY and Hslcolm toward the
end of thelir lives, =nd how the death of these tuo
jmportant leaders interrupted an fmporisnt politicat
avolution and contributed te the failure of @ redical
wing for the movament. :

the wustershed of the 1972 Hstioral Black Paliticst
Corvention Gary, Indisna, attended by 3,000 delzgates
frem every political outlock extant in the Black
movemsnt, ¥from the Congressienal Black Ceucus to the
Repibilic of ¥ew Africa. The attempt to forge an
{ndeperdent Black political prasence wos wnsuccessful,
largely because the reformist strotegy had slrsady
succeaded in becoming dominant. Feeling their strength,
the reformiste falt no pressure to undsriake any kind of
permanent all-Black ceslition or conduet a ong-on-ons
political battie with wore rsdical strotegies. The
political climate around the deep recession of the mid-
1970z seeled this evelution. The reformist electoral
strategy, fueled by the Black middle class and capped by
the Jdacksoh Frebelliion remaing hegemonic,

pespite sur opposition to this reformist strategy, we
ghould slso recognize that the slectersl successes of
Blacks are o democratic edverce against sxclusion from
the potitical precess. And this strategy i2 not new. The
gheory of ihe YsWing vole®™ was codified in 1948 by
Ronald #oon when Blacks delivered seversl crucie!l states
to Trumen. Even before that lesders from Frederick
pouglas to Dulleis (Wilson) scught to barter the 8lack
voting blee for reforms. This is, again, the product of
the sbeerce of & strong ally or a third political papty
thet could represent the interests of 8lacks within a
broader social program. The rete at which Blacke are
being stected hes slowsd dramsticelly in the mid-late
19805, Thia {g largely due to a certain saturation of
majority Black districte thst enable slectoral success.

An influx of Blacks into coupty and statewide p@liticai
office will be dependsnt on the creation of a political
climate that cen win white votas. Mainstream Black

- organizations gre now enticipating s {ighy around the

1991 reapportionment of districte foliowing the 1590
censys, wasuming that Black  districts will  be
gerrymamdered to prevant  further electoral successes.
Andd we support the fight te step any such gerrymender.

Though Jesse Jeckson mow claims ther 600,040 votas -~
presumsbly Black votes -+ could have changed the ocutcoms
of the '83 election, his appeel is something of
depsriure from the traditional Black awing vote stratagy
in thet it seeks to use tho Black vote as the starting
baze for s brosder "left coalition” within the pP.

== 1z the reformist strategy fraying st ths

“adgos? Yes and no. Objective sconomic and goeial

conditions are vastly different from the heady days of




the Hatcher-Stokes 1967 victories., Comditions in the
urban  ghettoes, Eutbacks .in social progrems end
shrinking local revenues place the Black middie class in
a precarious position; and the ninch will be felt. Thers
ts ailready resistance awong the (diminishing) Blsck
college student poputstlon. The squebbies in Chicage
over the pretender to the "Weshington legacy” end the
confusion in Hew York, the city with the largest Black
population in the world, over the upcoming meyeral race
snd the Pmaybe” cendidecy of Hanhatian Borough President
bavid Dinkins imdicate that yesrs of failure to develop

AR ! $-% nese for the Black machine may
be catching up with this strategy.

Bere should be inserted some sort of overview of the
state of Blsek America, the incressing gsp in living
standsrds end poverty levals betwesn Blecks sndd whites.
Also something on 1) the Yundercisss" debste; and more
importantly 2)Black women and the effects of the “new
workforceY snd the "new welfare state of austeritv“ o
childcare, welfare reform.

However, for the present, the refermist electorsl
strategy may simply be Increasingly jgpored rather than
replazed, Voter turrcut azmong Blacks in the last
natfonal election wes lower tham enticipated. Dislogue
over more militant forme remaing confined to a amsll
gector of Blaeck radicals. The deep-going immiseration of
a parmanently unesployed or underemploved layer of
Blacks reproduced over generstions {n the whan canters
cobined wmith a shrinkage of the Black industrial
prolatariat that grew in the 80s and the berkriptey of
the Black reformist lesdership creates an unknown
political and social guantity. Spontansous explosion as
in '45-£8 can neither be predicted nor rulsd out. The
corditions are, however, different in every way -- from
the absence of a civil rights movement and a political
climete of struggle to the relstive geins thet Blacks
were making economically in the previous pericd of

rebeliion, the drestic decline in public educatien and

the spidemic substance deperdency.

Iv. A Common Terminology for
SOLIDARITY

Though it would be valuable, i1t-is hopelese to attempt
s full-blown review of the theorstical heritage of
revelutionaries on  the ‘"npatienal question.® &
supplementary decusment on this may be writien by Harian
from Hew York. As well, It i not necessary to & common
aspprecistion of the atrategic importence of the Black
atruggle,

Pointg to be madet

-- Are Blsck Americans “a nestion.” This cuestion
plagued the “vanguard” left of the 70s, both Black and
white, {eaving sli marner of theoretical pronouncements
ard Yeorpect revolutionery programs® in the closets of
archivists now in their 40s. This document will eche
what Leon Trotsky, a well-known revolutionery tho spent
g brief time in the U.%. on the Lower East Side, said in
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the late 30s: they are it they think they are.

The "nstionhood® of Blacks in the classic sense ieg &
purely aubjsetive quantity; it cannot be determined by
wmeasur I Blaek Americans spalnst o serisg of Yobfective
eriteris® ardd then decresing them to be or ot to be &
nation in the neme of scientific sogialism. This was
the mistske of the “Black Balt¥ theory ef the Stalinized
Comintern, #hich made this Judgement on the objective
baale of the bulk of the Bisck population belng
sgrarisns concentratad in the south. It wes aise tha
wiztake of these wheo categerically reject the idea that
glacks could be a - nation because of thelr
proletarisnization end geographic dispersion snd sami-
intagration. {The Biack Belt theory has yst to
disappear. After the March 8 Super Tussday primary,
awari Bareka, now departed from the isague for
Revelutionary Struggle, sow the results =mong Black
voters as snother Indicetion of the Black nation that
resides only in the South.)

Becayse of the particuler history of the Black
population, it cannot be ruled out that this subjective
Tdentification as & nation could be politizaily derived
at any given point. This fz not to sey thar Blacks sre
tweesssrily a8 netion in formation. The contradictory
pitl and tug, the desire fo fight for integration yet
the continued separation of the mejority of Zlacks and
the intensity of racigm againgt them preclude thet
fudgement. This s also npt to say that nationalist
gepirations emong Blacks will only oocur  under
conditions of inereased racism, hard times, ste., etc.
it is enually possible that, piven the deep cultural,
social and even tinguistic heritage of Black Americe,
such sspirations could be fusied by a upstirge of
ganeral ized class struggle in the U.8., undsr corditions
where Slacks feel more confident, strong snd capable of
achieving their [iberastion. It is not up to us %o
sacond-guess what the interaction of Btack pelitical and
sultursl fdentity with U.5. politics has in store.

-~ Self-determination. SOLIDARITY stands on the
generatl tradition of self-determination for oppressed
nations. This would hold true for Black Yclassical®
mational aspirations {i.2., separatiend, were they to
develop, One discussion that flared briefly 'in -
SOLIDARITY was posed in terms of the counterposition of
#revoiutionary integrationism®  to  support o
“nationatism.” It i3 here that we should ssek to adopt
o comnoll langusge on these terms, so that we can make
curselves crystal clesr to 8lack activists.

in the courze of the radicelism of the late &8s, the
temm "nationalfan® became defined In several different
uays in the Black movement. In the majority, those sho
called themsalves "nationaliste” were pot sdvocates of
2 separate state, demending territory in the South, ete,
etg, The ory of *1tfs Hotlon Time™ was mot synonymous
with "ités Separstion Time.® The term pationalist ceme
16 mesn something else: 1) race pride, militant fight
back for one's race =nd placing its interests above aill

. #lse in racist white Americe; 2) the Inviclate right of

the ecppressad Blacks to bhave their oun orgems of
siruggle, determine their own future, strategy, tactics
ard allfsnces and male their own politichl decisfons




vecauge of the racism that permeated even the best of
the moltfraciat organizing sfforts. This formuls for
struggle was used by revelutionsry Harnist Blacks, whe
hed s glasg sppreciation of the neture of U.5. scciety
aryl who asd the need for & glass-Ride rebellion o
subvert capitei. 1t Wag a woy of emunciazing the specisl
interesty of Blacks In a soviety permeated by recism.
Ard, as meptioned earlier, such "pationalism? is
jnevitable in the postrrevolutieonery process,

The term "eelf-determination® slgo test its "clossiesl®
meaning of separstion, It ceme to also have the broader
meaning of the right of Blacks to determing their
-politics and their future and lead their own movements.,

Host socialist srgenizations supported this brosd
definition of nstionelism ({uwith the dishenoreble
exception of the American Communist Party for guite a
time.) Ye should rontinue to use this Interpretation of
the term, as 1t gtiil holds currency among the small
layer of Black mititants with which we are iikaly to
came in contsct and fs Likely to be re-sdepted In say
future resurgsnce of Black radicsiism.

thig brosd definition is belstersd by the Farrskhan
phanometion, farrakian draws large crouwds on campuses
like dowsrd, and gets asn emorional response te his
appagl for race pride a i the Nation of Islem. Yet this
respense  is not en  indicetion that the narrow
naticnal ist solutione he poses gre accepted by those whoe
fleck to hear these speeches, These students are not
about to quit tew scheol and set up cosmetic franchises
funded by the Lybian govermment, This s a manifeststion
of the contradictery rage sgainst racism that s deep-
going in all segments of the Black commmity, Including
its "new” middle clase.

In the past, some of us distinguished this term by
referring to Pparrou® or f“pureY nationa{ism te deseribe
the tiny gegment of the movement thet was asdvocating a
geperate state, or short of that the praparatory

development of & separate Hlack economy v the ghettces

and the dovelopment of Black capitaliam as & pracursor
te seperation. (Even in this letter case, the lines
Weren't always that clear-cut, since meny of these small
groupstanded to perticipate in goalitional activities
which had different ebjectives. #Hany uere early
participants in the "classical integrationist reformisn®
of the Black slectorsal machine, and still are,)

Some in SOLIDARITY use the term Pnationslism™ in tha way
that most would use the phrase Ynarrow natjons!ism,n
Yhis should be sdjusted. It is hard to beliove that
anyons in SOLIDARITY is opposed to the broad definition
put forward ebove. It shouldn't be difficult to make
this adiustment in terminoiogy.

Dogs this mesn that SOLIBARITY is somehow rejecting
revolutionary integrationism? Mot at all. No more than
lenin, whose contributfon to the revolutionary srsenal
on the right of nations to self-determination were made
in the context of revolutionary integrationism. In the
best of all passible worids as envisioned by Marxists,
it g preferable, and we strive for, the emergence of 2
revolutionary congeiousnass and political program and
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practice emong the working cless and the oppressed that
1z suffisient fto overcome national divisions, that
erables the conmonality of class interests fo supercede
that of race or nationsl identity., That e what we
gtrive for as the outcoame of the development of
strupgle, the pnification of the cless as agsinst its
separation iate integral nations, becmuse this places
the workera ard their allies in the strongest ared most
sdvanced pogsible position. Inm recegnizing this as the

preferabla sltcome, W sre revolutionary
integretioniste.

However, back here in the resl world, like Lenin, e
aiso recognize that actusl developments may dictate that
the process of secial transfoimation eerimt be advanced
by imposing this unification when it has not come about
organically m the coourge of the struggle, The
urscativocsl right of gelf-determinetion was recopnized,
net atvocated, by the Belsheviks, as 3 necesaary mesns
of achieving uitimate revelutionary integration. This
should be the heritage we rest on, though it fenit
exectly heing posed on our immediate agends. {& nofe on
the Nicaraguen sxperiance op the Atlantic Coast.)

V. TABEKE OF BSOLIDRRITY

The studentfyouth fraction is preparing & sipplement to
this discussion which outlines the esperiences of our
comredes with the recent strugpiss egainst raciem on
campie snd, te a mora limited degree, in the community.
This contributfon witl cull some of the experiences and .
discuss the tactical guestions in bwilding muttiracial
alligwes. This i2 one of the few actunl aress of work
with Black miiitants or work erourd the fasues of raciam
that Sollidarity, or pretty mueh ambody, has bean
presented with., The earlier promise of some kind of on-
going snti-reciat work, either ragionaily or even
netionally, coming after the responses ta Forsythe
County and Howsrd Beach did not materialize. This is
{argaily a protuct of the state of the leadership in the
Black commnity and the isolation of the tiny mumber of
trade unfons (largely ¥ew York based) that have shiown a
wWitlingness to act on this guestion. Hotice tha response
to the calt for a 25th anniversary Barch on Washington,
which showcased Michael Dukekis.

- The placing of this ‘question on the

convent fon agenda. Howaver incomplete (or sbstract) cur

Initial discuss is an ettempt to move the question of
the Bisck strugglie more to the center of our
organizetion to the degree possibla.

-+ SOLIDARITY must wmore aggressively ssek
diglogue argd discusslon with Black militants whe are
reviewing questions of strategy, etc. ¥We sturbled into
this. and made ¢ few friends of Soliderity of Bleack
militants who met us through our Jackson canpaign. Thesa
friemiships should be deepened and expanded to include
those who are somewhat less friercily to SOLIDARITY per
g, ut are open to dislogue. He should continue our
keen and ron-sestarian interest in developments within
the Rainboy, . - .




-~ Recognizing the reality of the wovement snd of
our orgenization, SOLIDARITY bisnches and twigs should
stay sisrt for any asetivities that con be conductad on
the anti-raciet, Black libsration fromt -~ from forums
to actusl sporadic struggles. Hork of this type is
already on-going in Hedison and Philadeiphis, sporsdic
in Hew York, snd, through the teacher's fraction and the
issue of eoducation, being launched inm tos Angeles.
Branches fecing Blaek mayorsl csndidates -~ Chicago and
Hew York -- should seek debate, write articles for ATS
end the SOLIDARITY publicstions. (& special eve should
be kept on the issue of educsifon, the crisis of which
may well spark some resistance apd community sctivism
At the very least, foruws can probably be held.}

-~ Stepped-up coverage on Black struggles and
culture in AIC s 8 must, including dialogue and
articles from those with s ®laft wing® Rainbow
nerspective, Tha recent isgue of Left Turn s exemplary
in its dossier on the snti-racist struggle emohy
students.

-~ Recruitment of Blaecks %o SOLIDARITY will
murlitatively sdvence our organization. The difficulty
of this cannot be undersstimated, given the smallness of
our orgenization, it lack of insertion or cradibility
snwng Black activists, end the Rsinbow tide we suim
against. The ability of the student/youth freetion to
becoma part of anti-racist struggles where. they develop
is also crucial. Stepped up activity as sbove begins to
cregte sn atmosphere more conducive to recruitment to
the organization.

Hot sddressed:
~- the notien of 2 "now racism® - 1t%s as old ss the

Rills.






